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    This meeting by invitation only, where MPs, 
Stakeholders etc., within the Light Rail industry and 
invited members of the Public will have a chance to 

discuss debate and raise questions concerning Light Rail. 
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Rowen, Paul 
 

Party Name:  Liberal Democrats 

Constituency:  Rochdale 

Name:  Paul John Rowen 

Date of Birth:  1968 

Personal Website:  http://www.paulrowen.co.uk 

Party website:  http://www.libdems.org.uk/ 

WestminsterTelephone:  02072198296 

ConstituencyTelephone:  01706712186 

Constituency Address:  142A Drake Street, Rochdale, OL16 1PS 

Biography: 

After attending Bishop Henshaw Memorial High School, Paul Rowen read 
Chemistry and Geology at Nottingham University. He taught for three years in 
Nottingham before returning to the North West. Before his election he was 
Deputy Head of Yorkshire Martyrs Catholic College, Bradford.  
 
In his spare time he enjoys hill-walking, travel and reading. Paul became involved 
with the Liberals as a Young Liberal in 1972 when he helped get Sir Cyril Smith 
elected to parliament. 
 
He was first elected to Rochdale Council in 1983, became leader of the Lib Dem 
Group in 1990 and was Council Leader between 1992 and 1996, and again 
between 2004 and 2005. As an MP his work on local issues includes: the 
campaign to save maternity child care and obstetric services at Rochdale 
Infirmary; issue of contaminated brown field sites; smoke alarm provision; and 
the campaign against tuition fees. He has also campaigned on climate change, 
spoken against Trident, and has questioned the Government's stance on the 
"War on Terror".  
 
Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Light Rail Group until May 2010-05-13 
Paul is a member of the Lib Dem Work and Pension's Team. Paul, who 
previously had responsibility for disability issues, has now seen his job widened 
to cover work, welfare reform, and disability employment. Paul is also a Lib 
Dem Whip and is a member of the influential Public Administration Committee  

 


